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A Narrative of the ConjunStion cf the OcQm and the Medi- 
terranean 5 hy a Channel , in France, Some Conftderations 
concerning the Scarborough-Spaw^ together mth a[bort Ac- 
comft of a Salt' Spring in Somerfetfhire } and of a Medical 
Spring in Dorfctflnre. The Caufes of Mineral Springs fur-- 
iher inquired into% and the flrange and Jeer et changes of Li-^ 
qmrs examined. Inflances 5 Hints ^and Applications y relating 
to a main point folli cite din the Preface to this '^th Tear, con- 
cerning the Ufe y that may be made of Vaults ^ deep Wells ^ 
and Cold Conservatories. 



A Narrative 

OftheConjunlJion of the two Seas ythe Ocean and the Mediter- 
tanean^^^y a channel , cut out through Languedoc in France, 

Iphe Authority r^f the Mo flchrifiian King LOUYS X/V, 
and the Contrivat^ce and Management of Monfieur Riquet .• 
BngliipHdhy the Publifl)cr etit oftheVt^nch^ lately fent to the 
fame from Paris , together mth the printed Mapp ofthefaid 
channel here contraUediand explained. 

T is not now , that the Conjundion or Communication of 
the Seas hath been thought poflible. It hath been always 
agreed upon , that it was fo^and that many ways^cvcn with- 
in the bounds oiFrance^^mihom any dependance onor participa- 
tion with the neighbouring Conrys thereof. The thing hath 
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a fobeen often propofed under the Reignes of Hem^ IV. and 
Loup Xlll of moft Gorious memo y. But f/hetherit be^ 

that it hath ever been Judged tood:fficult or too expence-^ full, 
or that thofe Great Pr nces were engaged in mo> e urgent affaires^ 
or that their M:nifters would not apply themfelvcs to it iogood 
earneft^ foit is^thatit hath been hit lerto rejedled^and .is 'twere 
referved for the Glory of our prefent Great Monarch LOQYS 

XIV. 

Monfieur if/^^/# 5 who long iince had confidered the thing 
by himfeifj having open'd it to the Lord Colhrt , washap^^ 
py enough ro make him relifli it ^ byfnevving him the Advan- 
tages^ which then might accrue to the Kingdom by facilitating 
Commerce, and by declaring to Iiim the Difficulties^ to be 
grnpled within this work^togetherwith the Means of furmoun- 
tingthefame, l^his Great Minifter, who inctflfantly watch- 
eth for the Glory of the King ^ and the Jnterefts of the State j 
and lets no occnfionsefcnpeot procuring them 5 focn acquain- 
ted his Majefty therev^ithj who having a high concern for what 
may render his Kingdom happy and floriOin^g ^ gladly hearke- 
ned to him^^piit the thing in deliberation^ and having refolved 
for it ^ gr»ve a General CommilHon to M# Riquet ^ efteen cd by 
Iiis Ma] e fly the moft capable Perfonfor executing fuch a defign, 

Thisdifficulty being overcome 5 and M« Miquet having (atls^ 
lied the Objedions ^ made by feveral forts of peop'e againft this 
Enterprife^ it was neccflary, before tlie actual undertaking of the 
Woikj torefolveupontheChoyce^ that was to be made of 
the two Ways^by which the Channel was to be carryed from the 
River Garronc to the Aude. Some of the InterefsM would 
haveitC'irryedall along to the Plains ^ reaching from Cdrca(jo- 
ne to Tkkfe. Others would have it run into the river Frcjqued^ 
from thence into the Plain ot Revel j2i\d thtnce into th.e river 
Agout^zvkd fointo the Carome, M. Riquet: followed neither oi 
thofe two Ways? but form'd thence a third which wasi To 
make ufe of what v^as bcft in thefe two Ways^ by taking from 
the former^ what it li^dof good convenient Tountry from i\\Q 
Point of Separation ( defcribed belov*-) to iholofe ^ and from the 
larter^wh It advantage the bed oi Frefqueil)Nonk\ afford him-, yet 
fo^that whereas Ibme pretended to make ihb Channel of Com^- 
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mumcatlon pafs into the very Channels of the IittlenVers Ler$ ^ 
Frefqtml ^ Jude^^ Monfmm Mi^mf makQth his Channel pafs. as 
much as he can/m the adjacent PlainSjleaving theancient Chan- 
nels of thofe Rivers to ferve for receiving and carrying away the 
great and frequent inundations of waters, and thereby fecuring 
the new Channel from the danger of being inconvenienced by 
them. 

The higheft place of the whole Channel was well enough 
inown, which was to be the Point, cali'd the Poim oi Divifton 
or Separation. Nature herfelf fufficiently pointed at it by the 
Spring oi Cr^Wiwhich partly runs towards rhe Ocean^and part« 
lytowarc^s the Mediterranean: and 'tis near this place^wherc the 
great Bafon is made to receive the waters^ that are to run both 
fides of the Channel But this water being not near fufficient^ 
it was neceflfary to find out others^that might be high enough to 
fall into the faid ^^/^/i^and abounding enough ro keep it always 
full, and to furnirti for the Sluces of thofe two parts of the great 
Channel, 

It appeared alfo-^ that this plenty of waters could not be had 
but from the Black M$untdn^ diftant enough from it ^ but it did 
nor appear^how this could be effedled. In fliorr/tis this where- 
in the greateft difficulty of the whole work did confift-. For 
wemuft know, that there are many Springs ifTuingfrom the 
higher part of thatMoontain,and that among the reft there are 
Five great ones,which make as many fraall rivers, that are never 
dryed upland run along the hillocks of this Mountain^and fall to- 
gether into the river FreJ^ucil 5 but fo far above thefaid Powt of 
Separation^ that that remotenefs would render them a' folutely 
ufelefs, it not being poflible to make them re-mount, W here- 
fore to make them ferve for this purpofe , it was necefTaiy to in- 
terrupt their natural coiirfefrom mrthte South ^md to give them 
a contrary one/rom Ea[l. to iTefi^hy digging a Conduit for them 
crofs the Mounrain,through places,which are all fteep rocks and 
horrid precipices. There was then a necefllty to make thofe 
|5'i:;e? rivers run, the firft into die fecond^and thefecond into the 
ihird/ourth nnd fifth ^ and tore-unite them all in the Deri- 
vmg channel ^ which at lart carries them to the Pcrnt o( Sepa- 
ration iottlK end above-mentioned. 
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As for the pafticularsof this great Work, the annexed Mdpp 
Will give farther information of them. In ic^ 

^. The yo'mt of Separation hetng[heneath the Town of Mont-ferand ^ 
pfear the high way of Iholofe , below the Stones (?fNaurouze. It is fa Called^ 
hecanfe that from thi^ place the waters run naturally , on one fidejo the O- 
cemlhjthe Ga\:omK\a^do}t the other jowards the Aicdlterrancan^by the Au- 
dc. in that place is to he a great Bafon ^ Otiogonal Oval-wife^ ZOO fathoms 
long , and I'^o.fath, large •, W^hkhfhall he furrmnded With 72. ho^^Jes to he 
raifcdon Arches : Over againfi which there fhill he huilt a key for the convc^ 
nience ofthofe thatfljall dWcl there ^which is to be very fpatiom, and faced with 
hewcnjlone^ This <7rcat Bajon.Jhall receive all the waters ^which the Deri« 
ving Ch>xnnd is to conveigh thither from the B];:ck Monntnn^to be diflrihu^ 
ted by the Royal Channel to both Seas, In the middle of tlm Bafon [hall 
be a CoIofTe, reprefenting the King [landing in a Triumfhmt Charret^drawn 
by four Sea-horfcs , holding one foot upma G lobe ^ and a Trident in lis hand, 
as marks of his greatnefs both by Sea and Land. And then a flreame of 
water ^ iffmng as from a Source vnder the Charret./halb as *t\\?ere be beaten 
backhand- difgorge it felf through the throat of Serpents toward the four parts 
of the fVorld^reprefented by as many Rivers^which Jhall alfo poptre out of 
their urnes a prodigious quantity of water ^ to fiew ^ that the Graces , which 
the Liberality of the King plentiful^ diffufes to all his peopie^dopafs through 
the hands of the Lord Colbert, 

J?. The Stones of N urouze, lying on the left hand of the high way of 
Tholofe on the fide of a little hillock^ 

C. The Fountain oj Grave, W^i-^r^ the waters run partly to the Ocean ^ 
fartly to th Al'editerranean, 

Z), The i>I.ick MoMximn.onwhichthcreisagreat Forre^^calledKtmon' 
ik:^ fo plea f ant in Summer ^t hat the Counts of fholofe did heretofore pa fs 
there that whole fcaf on in the divertifement of Hunting. It was from he nee ^ 
that it WiU found pnffihle to make this Channel^by the means of the Five Ri^ 
vers and a great number of rivolets^ ^Jf^^^X thence ; without the concourfe 
'whereof it had been tmpoffiblc to undertake it and to render it navigable^ it 
is in this Mountain^ a good 7vay under the Aiill of Q%\L,on the river Sov^ 
where bei! ins the Channel of Derivation, which hath its declivities through 
terrible pncipices ^ where it receives the rivers Bern 'none, L>up.pi,Rictor^ 
Alzau, ^W Lampillon, , toconvngh them intotheA'UtgatlneofSt.Vc-^ 
riol , by the means of an other Conduit ^W'hen needfljall be to fill it. It \\)ould 
be trotiblefome to relate all the pains ^which t h is Channel of Detivation^^l- 
moll all cut thro f4gh rockjjjath cofl ^ or the number of \l>{m$^that 7vere neccs- 
far J to be made athwart many rivers^ to divert their natural coptrfc ; €r lafl-^ 
iy the .Mountains^ that were to be levelled y having been coMnted afore inac-' 
'^fffihlerocl^^ and affording now agreahle Wallas. 

F'. The Channel of Oerivationj digged in thg Black,^ Mount ain^^ and rs'- 
seimng rfs? its rivers* i"„ Thi 
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F. The PUce^'whence the faid Channel ^tfcharges itfdf Into the river 
Sor 

C/i Amhtr Channel (?f Derivation, convetghlngther^Aterof the Blacky 
Viofint into the Vi^ga^in ahove-mentmed^ 

H, The Mig^zmc of the \};ater of St. Feriol. Thlsworkj^ightherec^ 
kx^td among the if^^dersofthe Worlds both for the Contrivance of its ad* 
triiratle Stri^Liptre^and for the prodigioM quantity of Water^ it u to contain. 
per ^ it will be above twelf-hundred fathoms long, fixhundred large , and 
twenty two ,deep •, and is to fHrnifh every minute of an hour ^ for fix moneths 
of t he 7 ear ^ more than eight Cubic feet of water. This vajl Store-^houfe is 
between 2. ^A'^untains^throu^h the middle of which runs the fmaU rivolet 
Laudot. *\is true^ Nature hath done fomething wonderful ^ informing a 
difpofition thereto ; but 'tis alfo certain jthat Art hath much furfuffed her , 
by the firong Banks or Dams , which are there raised to bear up againji 
fuch a vajl quantity of water ; as alfo by the admirable Acjue-duBs^that 
Are to have more than So. fathoms in length ^for giving the more liberty and 
facility to the yvat^ers to run out, Vi^hen there jhall be occafion ; and lajity , 
by the great fVall,)^yhich is 2Z. fathoms high ^ and 6oo. fathoms long: to 
fay mthing of the i»credible quantity of Earth , which looo. Woemen dai- 
ly carry to thi^^ wall , thereby to firengthen it on both fides. 

I. The natural courfe of the river Audot.which bj the meaniofaChan- 
nelconvdghs the Water of the faid Magazin to the Cape of of Bon Amour, 
T^hereit joynsitfelfwiththofe^ that comefromKtvd to got o the river ^Ot^ 
to pafs together to the Point of Divifion. 

L. The Cape e?/Bon kmom, foe ailed byreafon of the two Channels^; 
where the one, coming from Revel , brings the waters y rvhich went to the Ocean^ 
and the ether ^. which comes from the Magazine y brings thofe of the. 
JS lack: Mountain, that pafs'd towards the Mediterranean. 

A'f, The Pore Louy*? near &cvc\^newly built, faced with heV^^n fiones of 
20. fathom f^uare*^ where the Lord ^owxkmont Jirch4ijhdp of Iholok ^ 
and M, de Bszons^lntendantoffufiice /;? Lap.guedoc , accompanied v^ith 
many of the ISlobility ^ embar^^ued inM^y 1 668. to makf an Exper intent 
of this Title Channel , androWcd onto the Stones ^f Naurouze, \V/>^ that 
fuecefs^that M. K\c\QttJoaving found the advantages^ which the neighbour, 
ring Towns and Villages might thence receive y befides that of carrying the 
waters td the Point of reparation, ^/^/o enlarge the fame ^ that now it carry es 
j^eat Boats , though it be on the declivity of an Hill : ri>hith cauferh wonder 
in all thofe^ that fee it, 

iV. The Channel, that goes from Revel t^ the Point of Separation, 
• O, The Royal Channel, which goes from the G^roimt inPo t he L^kQ of 
Thau or Frontignan. It is to be in its narroweff places %or lO.fathomS' 
hroad^and at Icafi 9. foot deep, as cor ding to the places, where it mufl be •more 
€r lefs digged. Ton may fee in the annexed Mapp*^ great many nvolets^ 
rivers 9^^ Ponds ^ which it traverfcth^ and which in winter are as many 
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tcrrc nts, th4t would cm ft very grsat imonvmlcncis, If it wire not for the cdre 
nfsd to fr event the nh The B odts that fjali corns from the Mediterranean 
fj^all enter at the Port Sp. houys ^ivhich L^ at the Cape of Cctte • an J th&fe 
that /hall come from the Ocean^pjall pafs to Bourdeaux ; they putll afeend 
by means of Slf4ces unto the Point of D'mCion^and defcend from thence after 
the like manner. The nfimberoftho Sluces %\-ill be great J?ccanfe of the great 
declivity^ there is from the /aid Point towards both Seas, In the Aiapp an 
noted thojeonly, that are madefr$m Tholofe vntothe Vomt of Separation, 
-ivhllji we are bpify in marking: i^lfothofe mthe ether ftde with the fame exaB'- 
nefs^ 

7. The markj>f the S luces ^ 

Some Confideracions 

l^ththgto D. Vslitms Defence ^/Scarborough SpawC^llrf- 
njidted in Numb, 51, ) together with a brief Accomp of 4 lefs 
€9nftderdl€Sz\t'(i^mg\n S§merfet(ht, and of a MedicalSfring 
^/^ Dorfetfliire I hy the Learned Dr, Highmorei>i a Letter to 
Dr ^, Beale 4t Yeavil in Somerfeifli* 

Worthy Ska 

I Give you many thanks for the laft Letters ^ and the loane 
ofyour Book. The Dr. indeed hath gotten ground 
ofhisAdverfaryi bu^whether cither of them hath gotten the 
right on his fide^ I cannot Judge^being a ftrangcr to that Wa- 
ter^much differing ( it feems) from thefe about Us| and there- 
fore may participate of other Minerals^and more^both in quanti- 
ty and number. Bat^whether all thofe diftindMinerals^reck- 
on d up by the Dr, do confpire ta makeup this Mediciaal wa- 
ter, and that none of them can be left ouc^may be doubted : 
Audit feemSjhedothhimfclffpeak very doubtfully'^ as to Salt 1 
acknowledging it to be the leall of all the other ^ if there be a- 
ny differing from the Salt of the Metals 1 though it be fometimes 
covered by the Sea^as he f lith pag. 8p. 

Next, I wonder^ why he fliould fet Allom in the front of the 
Conftituents of his Medicinal ^mttnAkmenixiccat^aftringitjin-' 
cravat. Now how the Water fliould be fo highly deopilative ^ 
and fo beneficial to Hypochondriacal and Cachedical perfons ^ 
being impregnated withfogreatan Aftringent^Iunderflandnot^ 
neither doth the Dr. declare: Befides^heconfeffeth^AlJum- wa- 
ter will not tinge with Galls as he acknowledges this will 
do. for- 
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